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lo The 23 h Battalion, an intelligence unit of the 2nd Bureau of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam (DRV) High Goim&ndL ims organised in mid-October 1.950 
by a special delegate of the General Staff* La Lihh, aka La Thanh Bao-, 

The battalion is composed of 70 intelligence agents* recruited by regional 

cells of the Communist Party of Indochina (PCX)., 80 percent of idiom are 

agricultural workers and 70 percent of whom are' PCX members* 

The 23-L Battalion is currently assigned to ‘the Tran Hung Dao (Vinli Ten- 
Phuc Ten) Front., In preparation fcr the Tran Hung Dao front* 'the tEV High 
Command assigned Le Ninh snd Lg Tien as Provincial Commissars and Du q&q! 
as a special delegate of the General Staff in the area. In late February 
19„>1 La Ninh was replaced as Provincial Commissar by Nguyen Ky, aka Nguyen 
Ti.cn Hungn CoTBcsancler of the battalion,. 

3* Battalion headquarters is currently at Ap Gau Vong, Ham Ly hamlet, Ky Son 
canton,, Da Phuc 21—20 ) 9 northeast of Phuc Yen« The command staff 

oi the battalion includes the following sections % 

Qr ^^ nj/aatiqn,, Nguyen Van Bang and Nguyen Van Thanh* section chiefs 
permanently attached to the battalion comand staff are responsible 
for over-all coordination of the activities of the battalion cells 
and for liaison with other intelligence battalions • 

Rs search . Tran Dinh Le is in charge of evaluating information oro* 
i/ided by the district cells and formulating operational plans e Le 
reports to the central organisation every two day 35 priority informs*-* 
viosi is radioed twice dealy* Le Con is the S ecret ary«»typ i st <» 

The Map and Plans section of the Research section is headed by 
Le Van and Duong Cong Dung* 

go d Cor r eapond eRce,. This section, composed of 
20 man, is responsiblcrlaf the distribution of supplies to the 
battalion units* Reports on their activities are sent to DRV 
military headquarters every other day e Couriers are sent via 
Route Colonial© No*. 3 to a liaison post at Quasi Trietu Thai Nguyen, 
where the messages are further transmitted* The section Is also 
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DRV directives to posts under the 

i . Im P 0 F tant nOT3 is radioed, but liaison 
is usually effected by foot or bicycle 0 


Personnel of this section incline the following: 
Administrator Pho Van Nga 


Secretary 


Nguyen Van NghI 


Liaison 

Chief of th@ Liaison 
Post 


Nguyen Van Ghich 


Nguyen Van Guong 


Messengers 


Nguyen Van L&n 
Nguyen Xuarx Vinh 


Messenger for the 

Battalion Commander %uyan Huu Tleh 
The 23h Battalion has established cedis in the following places: 


Fhuc Thang 

Chief 

Do Dac Tuoc 

Agents 

Nguyen Van Nghinh 
Ngbyen Van Phep 
Nguyen Van Buyot 
Nguyen Van Ngo 

Phu^Lo 

Chief 

Doan Van La 

Agents 

Nguyen Van Huu 
Tran Van Fhu 
Nguyen Van Luc 

Tan Dan 

Chief 

Do Van Tien 

Agents 

Pham Van Do 

Nguyen Van Ihuoc 


This cell also receives information free a mason and a servant working at 
the Kim Anh post* ona of idiom is married to a French National Guard sergeant 
at Gan Kay, and the other to a Senegalese at Kim Anh* ^ 


Than han 

Chief Tran Ngoc Danh 

Agents Duong Van Nhung 

Tran Van Lai 
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Cao Faong 

Chief Nguyen Van Vo 

Agent Tran Van Due 

InfomatioTi Is also receivad from Ong Tong, a mason who works daily at the 
Franco post at Gao Phong 0 


Nui Pol (1064*0,, 204*5 1 


Chief 

Nguyen Van Luu 

Agents 

Nguyen Dinh Suu 
Nguyen Van Bai 
Nguyen Van Binh 

Me Linh 

Chief 

Nguyen Van Bon 

Agents 

Banh Due The 

Pham Van Cue 
Nguyen Van Bay 

LL&nJlpjfo 

Chief 

Nguyen Van Phon 

Agents 

Nguyen Van Buom 
Nguyen Van Hanh 
Pham Van Lam 

Vu Quang Thanh 

Bong Anh 

Chief 

Nguyen Van Thanh 

Doputy Chief 

Nguysn Van. Hoi 

Agenta 

Nguyen Van Tai 
Nguyen Van Che 
Nguyen Quang Thae 
Nguyen Van Hat 

Ha Dinh Mat 

Le Van Hal 

Le Van Duong 

Tran Van San 


Tha 23l* Battalion maintains liaison with tho following additional DRV 
intelligence units in the area* 

e« The $66 Battalion, north of Vinh Yen-Phuc Ten 

b 0 The «56 Battalion, in the Baa Hinh area 

Co- The No* 1* Security Station, under Nguyen Sim Tien 
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do Intelligence waits in the four districts south of Vinli X°n- i, huc 
lens Dong Anh r , under Tran Quang Thai* Da Phuc s under Le Team 
Zen Langj, under Ko -Dae Thuj Kisn Anh 8 under la Gian, 

Ths efficiency of the 2.3li Battalion i a handicapped by Nguyen Ky®a Jack 
of intelligence experience and lack of Money and weapons. Following 'the 
Vii* Tan-ibnc Jm offanaiwa, however,, it was rated third in efficiency 
next to th© Bac Giang intalliganca unit and the h r J6 Battalion, 


25X1 A 
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^S5H!il£S25*&» According to availa ble information y Du Ca o was 
icraierly commander of the h$6 Battalion, 
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